
Downtown Rock Island Steering Committee meeting  

June 15, 2021, Holiday Inn, Downtown Rock Island 

In-person attendees: Monta Ponsetto, Kyle Carter, Jamie DeRudder, Pat Stolley, Jennifer 
Verscha, Mike Thoms, Miles Brainard, Nathan Parch, Eric Rowell, Dylan Parker, Matt Stern 

Virtual attendees: George Crouse, Nicole Watson-Lam and Jon Keim 

Agenda 

I. Welcome and first 90-day goals update 
a. Take ownership of Downtown Rock Island website and social media – done 
b. Finalize Steering Committee membership – done | Brandy Clark VandeWalle, 

owner of Skeleton Key Art & Antiques, has since accepted offer to join!  
c. Contact top 10 downtown property and/or business owners to introduce 

organizational goals – done 
 

II. Great River Plaza 
a. Survey results 

i. 16 business/property owners on or adjacent to Great River Plaza were 
surveyed about its future; majority of respondents (12) agree there needs 
to be upgrades to meet modern needs and wants of the community, such 
as decorative lighting, outdoor dining, interactive art installments, etc. 

1. The same 12 respondents agree the structures in the Plaza, 
including the pavilion and planters, should be removed to deter 
unwanted loitering and vagrancy. 

a. “It’s a symbol of past glory and present decay,” one person 
said. 

ii. A majority of respondents (10) want to see the block remain a pedestrian-
only area while six respondents, including two restaurant owners, want to 
see it open to vehicular traffic for increased visibility and short-term 
parking options. 

iii. After having follow-up conversations with survey respondents as well as 
other downtown stakeholders, simply putting a street through the Plaza 
like the 2nd Avenue between 17th and 18th streets would get rid of a unique 
asset in DT RI and the Quad Cities as a whole. 

iv. Steering committee recommendation: We believe the Plaza needs a 
modern redesign to reactivate it as a hospitality destination. Designs 
should prioritize productive pedestrian use and blend in elements of a 
shared public space that could allow for slow vehicular traffic and short-
term parking, if eventually needed or desired. This solution, we believe, 
would preserve the Plaza’s attractive event/pedestrian-friendly traits while 
also enhancing accessibility and visibility for businesses. Subsequent 
phases could incorporate transformations of adjacent blocks. Visuals are 
key to presenting this concept to City Council and the public.    



1. Follow-up: Jack has since spoken with Rock Island native 
Andrew Dasso of Streamline Architects, and Dasso has offered to 
produce digital renderings of this modernized concept at no cost; 
they are meeting next week to discuss more design details, 
including placemaking features (removable patio fencing, 
decorative lighting, branded banners/gateways, garbage cans, 
etc.)  

2. Goal is to have visual renderings by our next meeting (7.20.21) 
and potentially present to City Council on 7.26.21.   

3. Big picture – regular programming, security and maintenance are 
key to keeping the Plaza area a clean, safe and fun destination. 

4. While structural changes alone can make a big difference, to 
produce and execute this the right way, there needs to be an 
organization and sustainable funding to ensure the Plaza doesn’t 
run into the exact same problems we have today after upgrades 
are made.  

 
III. Federal funding 

a. Brief discussion on use federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds – could 
portion of funds go toward placemaking grants for business/property owners 
(patios, beer gardens, rooftop gathering spaces, art installments, signage)  

i. City is looking to hire a professional service to help create a recovery 
plan, and downtown steering committee will be kept up to speed 

 
IV. Ongoing placemaking initiatives 

a. Murals 
i. Downtown Rock Island, in conjunction with Quad City Arts, has applied 

for grant funding to complete two professional murals in downtown Rock 
Island, including an adaptation of “Black Pride,” a piece done by RIHS 
student Riley Jones competitively selected to be displayed at the U.S. 
Capitol this summer.  

b. Vacant storefront art 
i. Downtown Rock Island, in conjunction with Quad City Arts and property 

owners, has identified vacant storefronts that will be spruced up with 
graphically designed vinyl wraps this summer – part of Metro Arts 
program 

c. Farmers market 
i. QC Farmers Market hosted its first pickup this week at the lot on the 

western edge of Schwiebert Park (shoutout to Modern Woodmen and the 
City for making this happen) Order Wednesday through Sunday online, 
pick up Tuesday evenings: https://www.qcfarmersmarket.online/ 

1. Full market will begin in August  
d. Alternating Currents 

https://www.qcfarmersmarket.online/
https://www.qcfarmersmarket.online/


i. Jack is working with performance venue operators to host events in 
downtown Rock Island during the Alternating Currents festival this August 

e. Public-private security program 
i. Most people Jack has spoken to about revitalization efforts prioritize 

safety/security issues. For example, Jamie DeRudder said eight cars of 
hotel guests were broken into over the past two weeks in the parking 
garage; Pat Stolley, owner of Laborspace, reported graffiti vandalism on 
his building 

ii. Since our meeting, Jack has met with Matt Stern and his team from 
Digital Security Solutions, based in downtown Rock Island, to discuss a 
potential public-private security pilot program for downtown; Jack will 
review initial estimate with Kyle and City Manager/Mayor 

Next meeting is 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 13: In addition to looking at digital renderings of a Great 
River Plaza redesign, we will be discussing long-term funding models to support a Downtown 
Rock Island organization 


